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Hello fellow readers! Well, the sun is

starting to shine, the bulbs are popping
SAT U R D AY up and the blossom is looking fab,
Spring is finally here. May Festival will
soon be upon us (hoorah, we all cry)
and then we can start looking forward
to the summer and THE best local live

music extravaganza in Somerset that

is PARTY BY THE PARRETT!
On Saturday 5" July we will be
opening the gates to host another epic

party at the recreation ground. This is
my first year as the new chair of PBTP,
having taken up the baton that Kev
has amazingly held aloft for the past
12 years, it would be remiss of me not
to thank both Kev and also Sarah for
all the exceptional hard work they have
done for our community over the
years. However, fear not, we can’t get
rid of the loud one that easily as Kev
will continue to be on our main stage
introducing this year’s fantastic line up
with amazing sets from the Brit Pop Boys, Rexes Hollow, Bad Uncle, The Small Mercies,
KEPS Choir and our new house band The Tiepo’s! We also have some amazing acoustic sets
and can’t wait to open our brand-new attraction for this year, Elevation TK - Silent Disco!
There really is music for everyone.

With a whole host of delicious food and drink options plus lots of entertainment for the little
ones, grab your tickets at the village shop or come and see us at this year's May Festival next
to the Rec BBQ. You can also purchase tickets online at https://wegottickets.com/
f/13688#tickets.

We couldn’t put on the event without the support of our community, so if you'd like to get
involved with PBTP this year, we’d love to hear from you. If you can spare some time to
volunteer before the event, during the day or even help tidy up on the Sunday, please do drop
us a line at pbtpvolunteers@gmail.com and we’'ll tell you how you can get involved.

So, until then, thank you for your ongoing support to help raise vital funds for the recreation
ground. Keep following, liking and sharing Polly’s posts on social media and let's make this
13" year the best PBTP ever! See you on the 5™ July!

Marcus Partridge PBTP Chairman

Sponsored by

Kingsbury Honey
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New Cross now has its own
defibrillator

Residents and businesses in the hamlet
donated money for half of the cost with
the remainder coming from

a Government Community Match
Funded Grant.

The initiative was coordinated by Neil
Baldock, who said "l can't thank our
neighbours and friends enough.
Everyone has been so

generous and supportive and it's great
to see our small community stepping up
to provide this vital specialist f
equipment. Special thanks to Neville
Gould for installing it free of charge".

The defibrillator can be found on the eastern end of The Old Apple Store building, facing New
Cross Hill, and is accessible 24 hours a day.

A training/awareness event with a qualified instructor will take place at 5pm on Wednesday,
7th May for anyone who is interested and wants to see where the defibrillator is situated and
learn how to use it.

N Barb, Brian and Darren Moore and family wish to thanks everyone for their kind
. messages, cards and flowers, the bell ringers and all those who were involved
with organising the food and cakes for Eric's wake.

it was all much appreciated.

Save the Date!

Saturday, 30th August
2.30to 4 pm
St Martin’s Church Rooms

Schedule of Classes will be in the July/August edition of
Parrett Talk
In aid of St Martin’s Church

Parrett Talk
Is compiled by:-

JOAN BATSTONE (01460) 241142 Shene Well, W Lambrook

MICHAEL BROWN (01458) 251520 Willow Cottage, Thorney

CHRISTINE HOWARD (07548 300269) Mulberry House, E Lambrook
MARALYN LONGMAN (01935) 824459 Garail Cottage, Bladon Hill, KE
STEPHANIE SHILLITO (01935) 823758 Little Orchard, Thorney Rd, KE.
ANNIE WHITE (01935) 823898 Waterloo House, KE

Pease give contributions to one of the above. Or e-mail: parretttalk@gmail.com

Printing by print@parishmagazineprinting.co.uk
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News from the Methodist Church
It's become an anxious time about now, as the May Festival date approaches. It’s all about the
weather. So British!
We look toward the sky, and hope. Watch for the clouds, to see if they’re gathering in the west,
heralding rain. Hoping and praying for the wind of change that will reassure us that it will be
alright on the day, so we can enjoy this community time together, for the simple things we
value.
| think this sums up where, and how, the world is right now. Longing to see those simple values
in action. For the sake of humanity.
Writing this in April, we can look to how nature copes. After a lovely sunny March, we are to
prepare for a really cold month. This suggests that new growth of early plants, and nesting
birds, and creatures born, encouraged by the early warmth, face loss. Their produce, purpose,
and life, being frozen, or decimated. They instinctively seem to accept the inevitable, suffer the
painful loss, and start again. Don’t we all, in our way? It's the simple things that get us through
the hard things. Hope is essential.
We have a few essentials planned in our church for the May Festival too. The Wessex
Singers, Kingsbury School Choir, and the Langport Community Choir. Check with the
programme listings and timings so you don’t miss them.
Refreshments, are as planned for last year and before, which will be served in the St Martin’s
Church rooms. Go there for tea and some wonderful cake selections.
Coffee Pot will be open each Friday between 10.30 and noon for a cuppa and conversation as
usual. All welcome.
Our services continue on the first, third and fifth Sunday of each month.
Join with us if you can.
Summer blessings to you all. Christine Weymouth

AFTERNOON TEA
14th June 2pm to 4.30pm

at Hill House, Stembridge,
Martock TA12 6BL

£15 a ticket
or £20 to include glass of Prosecco

Tickets to be purchased in advance
Pauline 07836 605100 or carly@tbdp.co.uk

Charity Registration Number 1079049
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— Somerset Day @

QR Burrow Hill Cider :

@0 ‘&QQ{ Launch of Orchards & 1 oe
Cider Blossoms Trails

Saturday May 10" 11am to 5pm

Family Activities, Folk Dancing, Morris Dancers, Music, Stripping Willow, food available to
buy from the Somerset Bakehouse........... &or.......... bring a picnic.
With Liz Copas, James Crowden, The Amanda Boyd Trio, Keith Stevens, Dr Turbervilles,
Serena de la Hey, Maurice Fawcett, Elaine Marks, Kingsbury Wildlife Group, Somerset

Shrill Bees Project. Plus......... Cider Bus, but please do not bring alcohol.

A big thanks to the Community Centre who supported with all the logistics over the
weekend for the Festivals &amp; Willow Heritage Event.
Stars All - and very much appreciated.

. Sally Brooks, Barb Wright and Julie
_ — -. Pearce are organising a Spring Cream
@ . ‘ "~ Tea for the parish, on Saturday 17" May,
: i S in St Martin’s Church Rooms at 2pm.
? A T CUUEEEE 6 © o> Please contact Sally (01935 824612), Barb
ey o (01935 824834) or Julie (01935 826076) if
you would like to attend.

| All publishing by Stephanic and Phil Shillito. (01935) 823758 |
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YEOVIL TOWN ROAD RUNNING CLUB

Presents the

Race number 6 in the Somerset Race series
ARC Race Licence ARC/25/0359 - Run under ARC rules

This is a flat mainly off-road multi-terrain10k race
through orchards and fields and includes the beautiful, hidden
‘Town Tree Nature Garden’

Thorney Road, Kingsbury Episcopi, Somerset. TA12 6BG

Cakes, Refreshments, Licensed Bar,
Toilets, Changing and Showers

Entry Fees: £16.00 ARC or EA Affiliated / £18.00 Unaffiliated [£2 extra
on the day]
Plus
Junior Fun Run around the playing fields 6.30pm - £3.00
Entries through FullonSport, by post or on the day.

Further info — 07887 944823
Proceeds towards:
The upkeep of the Town Tree Nature Garden,
and Kingsbury Episcopi Pre-school
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Doris Talbot
August 23rd 1921 - March 17th 2025

Doris was born at Coat near Martock, on 23rd August 1921 and was the daughter of Emma
and Harry Tucker.

She went to school at Bower Hinton until she was 14 & then went to work at Thornes Glove
Factory in Martock, where she learnt to make leather gloves on a Pique machine.

In 1942 she married Walter Talbot from Kingsbury. Whilst he was serving in the Army, Doris
continued living with her parents & that's where her daughter, Heather, was born.

When Walter was demobbed they went to live at Kings Stag in Dorset, where Walter was a
baker and Doris worked at home making leather gloves.

The family moved from Kings Stag to Kingsbury Episcopi & Walter went to work for Legg’s
bakery in the village. In 1954 they moved to Stembridge, next door to the Rust Axe, where
Doris continued making gloves. Six years after moving to Stembridge their daughter
Jeanette was born.

In the 1970’s she gave up working her machine at home & went to work at Reed’s glove
factory in the village as an examiner.

Later she moved from Stembridge to Bests Field in Kingsbury where she could then walk the
few yards to the factory.

Doris enjoyed many coach holidays in the UK & in later years to the continent with both
family & friends.

Whist living in the parish she was a member of the Women'’s Institute & Mother’s Union.
Doris also was a very keen knitter, Arran cardigan’s being her speciality. She enjoyed baking
& her Easter Biscuits were something she excelled in.

Unfortunately, as often happens with age, Doris began to suffer from dementia and
eventually needed constant care, so went first to Portcullis in Langport and just before Covid,
she went to Horton Cross nursing home in liminster, where they cared for her until she
passed away on the 17th March aged 103 years & 8
months.

Annie Ellson

March 27th 1922 - 6th April 2025
Annie was born on March 27th 1922 to Beatrice & Charlie
Hooper. She was one of five children.
She grew up in East Lambrook, & went to school in
Stembridge. On leaving school at the age of 14 she went
to work at East Lambrook Manor for Mrs. Margery Fish.
During the Second World War she went to work for
Westlands in Martock making aircraft parts.
She married Jimmy Ellson from West Hartlepool and they
lived at East Lambrook before moving to The Avenue in
Kingsbury. Annie learnt to make gloves and like many
women of her generation, did gloving from home. She had
three children Carolyn, John & Nicholas.
She enjoyed cooking and her fruit cakes (especially her Christmas cake) were scrumptious,
her recipe for the latter is still being used by many today.
Annie was an avid Arsenal supporter and never missed a match that was on TV. On her
100th birthday she received a signed shirt and a card from the team.
She was always a happy lady with a beaming smile. Unfortunately, after a couple of falls last
July, it became more difficult for her to get upstairs so her family decided that it would be
better if she moved to alternative accommodation that didn’t have stairs. She moved to a
ground floor apartment in Gillingham, Dorset, nearer to her daughter. It was there, that on
the 6th April, she passed peacefully away 10 days after her 103rd birthday.
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Shop news: Roving pasty sellers at May Festival, new veg stand and

much more!
With the recent sunny weather, it feels
as though the summer season has
already started! At Kingsbury Shop we
were very busy over the school holidays,
the daffodils have burst out of the flower = &
tubs, the patio has been scrubbed, and :
we have two new dedicated dog-friendly ===
tables. B :
As this goes to print, we are getting
ready for the May Festival where roving
volunteers will be selling traditional and
vegetarian pasties from Bakery Roy-Al.
They are always popular and often sell
out early, so grab one if you can. The
proceeds will help to fund further S o R : ‘ .

improvements including new chairs, A splendid new fruit and veg stand, and more
tables and umbrellas for the café. space for our dog-friendly tables on

We are also very excited about our new the car park. We are sorry but dogs are not
fruit and veg display stand, kindly made allowed on the patio or playing field.

for us by Carrie Hartley’s brothers
Alastair and Julian. A huge thank you to
the bros! And we are delighted that
Chris Routley will soon be supplying us
with pesticide-free, hyper-local blooms
from her garden once again. Look out
for “Flowers from Kingsbury” on our
Facebook page.

With the help of the parish council, we
are working to improve our signage,
both at the shop and around the village.
We often hear people say they didn’t
know the shop existed — so we are
doing our best to ensure they can’t pass
through Kingsbury without knowing we
are here!

With thanks as always to our fabulous
volunteers, staff, our friends at the
Amenities Committee and to everyone
who uses the shop. Whether you pop in to drop off a parcel, buy a stamp, ice-creams, local
produce or one of our specially selected bottles of wine, everyone is welcome!

The Community Breakfasts have finished for a few months to allow all the amazing
volunteers chance to make the most of the summer. This also gives all those that support the
event time to work up an appetite before we start again on September 6th. This social,
fundraising and community event raised over £1600 for Kingsbury Community Centre and St
Martin’s Church. A Big Thank You to all participants. We enjoy seeing everyone.

I The Parrett Talk team can not be held responsible for any misprint or incorrect information in this newsletter. I
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The Kingsbury Wildlife Group has been busy
taking on the responsibility for the Village of
the Year project. It has been a while in the
development. We made a start on the Wilder
Churches project, in conjunction with the
Diocese of Bath and Wells, and have
reincorporated a sensory space. This has
truly been a team effort and marks a positive
step toward creating a plant-rich, wildlife-
friendly area for everyone to enjoy.

Come and visit us at the May
Festival on 5™ May - we have an
Insect Trail for children.

Kingatury Flitalsfe (Froup.

Email: Kingsburywildlifegroup@gmail.com

Over the past 6 years, many Barn Owl chicks
have fledged in our parish. A new nesting
box could provide a new home - a very
exciting prospect!

We’re excited to be at the launch of the
Kingsbury Time Travellers’ Orchard Trails
booklet, on Somerset Day, May 10th
hosted by Burrow Hill. We have created a
page for the booklet, about ‘Wildlife found
in our Orchards’ - how lucky we are to live

A Surprise Visitor

One of our members had a rare visitor in the
garden in the first week of April - a Hoopoe
no less! Wow!
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Kingsbury May Festival is just around the corner!

Monday, 5th May is set to be a fantastic day as Kingsbury May Festival returns with our theme
of “Year of the Insect’ and promises another fun-filled celebration for the whole family.

Entry opens at 11am, with the main programme starting at midday with the Green Man
Procession, followed by the opening speech, the traditional Kingsbury Song, and a special
performance from our community maypole dancers!

Throughout the day, enjoy live music across the festival - from the Green Man Stage, Harry’s
Field and the Top of Church Street. We're also pleased to feature performances by local choirs
in the Methodist Church, and the Kingsbury Band in St Martin’s Churchyard. And yes, the
Church Tower tours are back!

Following the introduction of our brand-new ‘Theme Zone’, this year’s ‘Bug Zone’ can be found
in the church rooms’ car park. This is a fun, interactive, and educational space for all ages
where you can meet the experts, ask your questions, and maybe even learn to love a creepy-
crawly or two!

The popular Classic Car Show returns to Harry’s Field along with the St Giles Dog Show which
now includes an all-day agility course for your four-legged friends. There will also be loads of
activities and entertainment for children and adults of all ages across the whole festival,
including a giant slide & trampoline as well as the return of The Mummers, Dr Turberville’s
Morris Dancers, Kwabana Lindsay’s extraordinary tight rope walking display, Punch & Judy,
The Vinyl Van and much more!

The Burrow Hill Cider Bus is also back and as always, we have a wide variety of fantastic food
stalls in both Cabbage Patch & Harry’s Field.

Don't forget to grab your tickets for the May Festival Raffle - with some great prizes donated by
local businesses.

Entry to the event is FREE by foot ﬂ = ~
and bike (donations at the bike : 4 v v
parks are appreciated), and there WWW.KINGSBURYMAYFESTIVAL.CO.UK

is a £10 per vehicle eco charge if

you would like to arrive by car. It's Q,\“d MAyl’
recommended to bring some cash (,"’ :

as not all stall holders will be able <7

to take card payment and we x

would hate for you to be

disappointed! Keep an eye on
Facebook, Instagram and the
Kingsbury May Festival website,

where you will find all the details f h
you need regarding road closures, Y r 0 t Q lnsec

parking and timings as well as all

the details about the festival Sth May 2025

activities. 11am- 5pm

One final note, with the festival just MAYPOLE DANCERS - MORRIS MEN - GREEN

around the corner, we would really [ MAN - LIVE MUSIC - BUG ZONE - FOOD OUTLETS
appreciate anyone who is happy to \\ - CIDER BUS - CRAFTS DOG SHOW - CLASSIC

lend a hand in the build-up and/or | CARS - MUMMERS - SILLY GAMES /N
aftermath of the festival, and would TA1z 6AX S

REALLY value the help. Please
get in touch via the Facebook
Page, if you have any capacity to
help out.

Kingsbury May Festival 2025 really is shaping up to be an unforgettable day, and we can’t wait
to share it with you all. Save the date, bring your loved ones, and let's make memories
together!
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Summary of the March Parish Council Meeting

The council renewed the contract for grass cutting and grounds maintenance for a further 12
months. The contractor will continue to work closely with the Wildlife Group in the Churchyard
to ensure a sympathetic approach to the maintenance of this area.

Agreement was reached to move banking arrangements to Unity Trust who is able to offer a
more suitable facility for local councils, with improved savings offerings. The council will review
investment of reserves following the transfer, to ensure the best possible return on investments.
There continued to be concern regarding the quality of highways repairs and surface dressing
which have been raised with the Somerset Council Clir Richard Wilkins and Highways. The
council requested attendance by Clir Wilkins at the next meeting for an update.

Summary of the April Parish Council Meeting

The council agreed to conducting an in-depth review of its assets to ensure appropriate
insurance is in place and that any necessary maintenance can be organised.

Somerset Council Lead Member for Transport, Clir Wilkins attended the meeting to discuss
concerns regarding highways maintenance. It was agreed to organise a date for him to visit the
parish and view the areas of concern with councillors.

Following recent issues with flooding in East Lambrook, the council will be supporting local
residents to work with the EA to ensure routine maintenance takes place to return to previous
levels of flooding resilience.

The Kingsbury Wildlife Group are beginning to work on spring maintenance of the churchyard,
in line with the Wilder Churches initiative. The council’s grass cutting and grounds
maintenance contractor will work with the group to ensure sympathetic maintenance.

Councillor Vacancy
There is currently one vacancy, which may be filled by co-option. If anyone is interested in

finding out more about becoming a councillor, please get in touch with either the Clerk or an
existing council member for more information.

Reporting Issues in and around your Community

Somerset Council have a number of online reporting tools for issues such as potholes, fly
tipping, public footpath issues or environmental concerns. Below are the links to some
frequently requested information and reporting tools:

Road https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/

Rights of Way https://roam.somerset.gov.uk/roam/map

Environment https://www.somerset.gov.uk/environment-and-food-safety/

More information can also be found on the main Somerset Council website https://
www.somerset.gov.uk/

The next Parish Council meeting will be on Wednesday, 7™ May and the Annual Parish
Meeting will take place on Thursday, 15t May, where the council will be inviting local
groups and organisations to attend, as well as being open to all parishioners.

St Martin’s Church, Kingsbury Episcopi
invite you to a new

FAMILY FUN TIME

on Sunday 15™ June 4-5pm
in St Martin’s Church Rooms

Activities, games, stories, refreshments, FUN!
Adults should be accompanied by a child/children!
Admission free Everyone welcome!
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May 2025
1st Contemplative Prayer Group St Martin's Church Rooms 7.30 pm
EVERY FIRST THURSDAY IN THE MONTH
2nd Coffee Pot EVERY FRIDAY Methodist Wesley Room 10 am -12 noon
4th 1st Sunday
Holy Communion All Saints’, Martock 9.30 am
Morning Service Methodist Church 10.45 am
Holy Communion St Peter & St Paul, 11 am
Muchelney
Evensong with Holy Communion St James’s, E Lambrook 6 pm
5th Kingsbury May Festival 11am — 5pm
6th East Lambrook Village Coffee Morning E Lambrook Schoolroom | 10.30 am
EVERY FIRST TUESDAY IN THE MONTH
Film Club Conclave KE Community Centre 7.30 for 7.45pm
7th Defibrillator Training/Awareness Event at the eastern end of 5 pm
The Old Apple Store building, facing New Cross Hill
Parish Council KE Primary School 7.30 pm
EVERY FIRST WEDNESDAY IN THE MONTH
10th [Somerset Day @ Burrow Hill Cider - Launch of Orchards & 11am to 5pm
Blossoms Trails
11th |2nd Sunday
Holy Communion St Martin's 10 am
Holy Communion St James’s, E Lambrook 11.30 am
12th [ Garden and Countryside Club outing to Minterne House & 2.30 pm
Gardens, near Sherborne.
15th [ Annual Parish Meeting KE Primary School 7.30 pm
17th [Parish Cream Tea St Martin’'s Church Rooms | 2 pm
18th [ 3rd Sunday
Holy Communion All Saints’, Martock 9.30 am
Morning Service Mid Lambrook URC 10.45 am
Evensong with Holy Communion St James'’s, E. Lambrook 6 pm
Still Waters All Saints’, Martock 6.30 pm
21st | KE -Town Tree Trail 10k Trail start KE Recreation Ground | 7 pm
25th [ 4th Sunday
Morning Prayer St Martin's 10 am
Matins St James’s, E Lambrook 11.30 am
Still Waters All Saints', Martock 6 .30 pm
28th [ Ploughman’s Lunch followed by either bingo or a beetle drive 12 noon
St Martin’s Church Rooms
29th  [Holy Communion for Ascension Day All Saints’, Martock 10 am
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June 2025
1st 1st Sunday
Holy Communion All Saints’, Martock 9.30 am
Morning Service Methodist Church 10.45 am
Holy Communion St Peter & St Paul, Muchelney 11 am
Evensong with Holy Communion St James’s, E Lambrook 6 pm
3rd East Lambrook Village Coffee Morning E Lambrook Schoolroom 10.30 am
EVERY FIRST TUESDAY IN THE MONTH
Film Club A Complete Unknown KE Community Centre 7.30 for 7.45
pm
4th Parish Council KE Primary School 7.30 pm
EVERY FIRST WEDNESDAY IN THE MONTH
5th Contemplative Prayer Group St Martin's Church Rooms 7.30 pm
EVERY FIRST THURSDAY IN THE MONTH
6th Coffee Pot EVERY FRIDAY Methodist Wesley Room 10 am -12
noon
8th 2nd Sunday
Holy Communion St Martin’s 10 am
Holy Communion St James’s, E Lambrook 11.30 am
9th Garden and Countryside Club Presentation by Sarah Oakley, 7.15 pm
New Forest Ecologist. St Martin’s Church Rooms
15th Deadline for July/August edition of Parrett Talk
Please note that any copy or inserts received after this date,
may not be published or included.
14th | Afternoon Tea at Hill House, Stembridge in Aid of Cystic Fibrosis 2-4.30 pm
15th | 3rd Sunday
Morning Service Methodist Church 10.45 am
@@Famlly Time St Martin's Church Rooms 4 pm
Evensong with Holy Communion St James'’s, E. Lambrook 6 pm
22nd | 4th Sunday
Morning Prayer St Martin's 10 am
Matins St James’s, E Lambrook 11.30 pm
Still Waters All Saints’, Martock 6.30 pm
25th | Ploughman’s Lunch followed by either bingo or a beetle drive 12 noon
St Martin’'s Church Rooms
29th | 5th Sunday
Benefice Holy Communion All Saints’, Martock 9.30 am
East Lambrook Joint parish service in St Peter and St Paul, 10.30 am
South Petherton
Morning Service Methodist Church 10.45 am
Choral Evensong St Peter & St Paul, Muchelney | 5 pm TBC




